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should be sent "before she had become too much
attached to Spanish life and institutions " ; though
the writer of this admits the grave inconvenience
of subjecting so young a girl to the disadvantages
of life in Henry's court.
Young Arthur himself, even, was prompted to
use his influence to persuade his new wife to join
him, writing to his " most entirely beloved spouse "
from Ludlow in October 1499, dwelling upon his
earnest desire to see her, as the delay in he
coming is very grievous to him, and he begs it
may be hastened. The final disappearance of
Perkin Warbeck in 1499 greatly changed the
position of Henry and made him a more desirable
connection : and the death without issue of Ferdi-
nand's only son and heir about the same time,
also made it necessary for the Spanish king to
draw his alliances closer, in view of the nearness
to the succession of his second daughter, Juana,
who had married Maximilian's son, the Archduke
Philip, sovereign of Flanders, who, as well as
his Spanish wife, were deeply distrusted by both
Ferdinand and Isabel. In 1500, therefore, the
Spanish sovereigns became more acquiescent about
their daughter's coming to England. By Don
Juan Manuel, their most skilful diplomatist, they
sent a message to Henry in January 1500, saying
that they had determined to send Katharine in the
following spring without waiting until Arthur had
completed his fourteenth year. The sums, they
were told, that had already been spent in prepara-
tions for her reception in England were enormous,
and when in March there was still no sign of the
bride's coming, Henry VII. began to get restive.